2   Origin of Culture-Traits

There are no culture-traits without human beings, and
no human beings without culture-traits. But each indivi-
dual human being or culture-trait is an indivisible and
fundamental unit, capable of independent existence and
movement

Every tool and machine, every article of food, dress or
ornament, every weapon of war or peace, every custom,
habit or institution, every philosophy, art or religion, is a
culture-trait A culture-trait may be material like a tool, or
non-material like an idea.

Every trait was invented at least once by some one,
somewhere, sometime,   In the case of some traits the time
the place and the inventor are known to history; in others
there is no such record.   For instance, nobody knows who,
when and where invented the use of fire, the wheel, writing,
the cultivation of rice, the domestication of cattle and many
othefr fundamental traits of culture.   On the .other hand,
we know that Sir C V. Raman discovered the "Raman
Effect," that Sir J. C Bose postulated nervous mechanism in
plants, that Rabindra Nath Tagore wrote the Gitanjali^ that
Mahatma Gandhi propounded Non-violent Non-coopera-
tion, that Thomas Edison invented the electric lamp and
that Marconi invented the radio.   The time and place of
each of these inventions are part of recorded history.

Culture-traits may be broadly classified into those rela-
ting to food, dress, shelter, work, recreation, transportation,
^eapons, etc, but it is not possible to estimate, much less
enumerate, the total number of culture-traits existing today
in the world, because they are so many* New traits are being
continously invented and added to those already in exist-
ence, and some are dying out also. As time goes on, the
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